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-£1942--AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION PROGRAM--INSULAR REGION 


HANDBOOK FOR PUERTO RICAN FARMERS 
eenlate We Nias)s U.S, Desartment of Agricuture | 
Durin® the past six years agricultural conservation programs have : i 
assisted Puerto Rican farmers in carrying out recommended soil con- 
serving and improving practices in connection with their regular 
operations. Hach succeeding program has been formulated from the 
experiences of previous programs and the recommendations of farm — 
organizations, in order to assure the attainment of a well-rounded 
program of agricultural conservation to fit local needs. Formu- 
lated under the provisions of the Soil Conservation and Domestic . : 
Allotment Act, these programs were made to conform as nearly as 
practicable to'the program for the continental areas. 


“However, the trend of world events has so affected the vital trade. if 


channéls between this Island and her normal sources of supply otis 


-assential materials that a complete economic adjustment is neces- 


sitated in order to meet the demands for greater self-sufficiency 


in the future. 


The foremost problem arising from the restriction of imports is. 


that of creating adequate stores of essential foods. Such an 


endeavor would not be possible without the wholehearted coopera- 
tion of the farmers. On their shoulders will fall the task of 
adjusting their production to fulfil . the requirements of an emer- 


gency diet for sustaining the civilian population. This will 


involve an extensive diversion of land to the production of food 
crops. Such a program must necessarily be accompanied by the em- 
ployment of adequate soil conserving and improving methods in order 
to prevent widespread losses of soil resources. ~ 


Consequently, the 1942 Program includes a, group of practices which 


will combine to offer (1) expansion of food crop acreage, (2) pro- 
tection against soil erosion, and. (3). continuation of such other 
soil-building practices as the available funds will permit. The 
following specifications are based upon the Agricultural Conserva-— 
tion Program Bulletin for the Insular Region approved by the. 
Secretary of Agriculture June 17, 1942, ut as 


(Minimum performance under practice No. 1 is a prerequisite 
to any payment under the 1942 ACP for Puerto Rico.) 


FOOD CROP PRODUCTION 


Practice No. 1.--For planting the crops listed below for human con- 


sumption, payment will be made at the rate of $4.00 per acre for the 
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first 5 acres and $3. 66 ‘per acre “for the Roo 20 acres, with a min- Vf Fy 
imum payment of $4. 00 and a maximum payment of $80.00. 


in order to erate for payment under this practice, the following: 
conditions must be met: Cae 

(1) The crops planted must be among these: beans (any type), 
cowpeas, corn, rice, yams, potatoes (Irish and sweet), gandules 
(plant crop), “tanier, apio,. cassaba (yuca), plantain (plant se divin 
bananas (plant crop). dasegend 


(2) Not more than 1/3 of the acreage may be planted to any 
one of the crops listed above except where the land devoted to this 
practice is less than 3/10 of an acre. 


(3) "iets these crops are planted on land of 6 percent or 
more average slope, they must ‘be planted and cultivated along lines” 
deviating not more than 2 aE from contour lines. 


(4) Where aueee” crops. are. piented on land of more than 10 per- 
cent average nee temporary ditches must also be constructed to pre- 
vent soil washing, a accordance with the specifications for " practice 
BOs Ses 


(5) At least. 20 percent of the total cropland (axcauntis sugar- 
cane and orchards). on the. farm must be planted to the crops listed, 
except that at least ‘ifio, acre and not more. than 25 acres will be: spines 


(6) Crane eae Bos planted in a manner to utilize the land to 
the best advantage and to obtain the maximum production. This will 
include proper. preparation ‘on the seed bed, adequate seeding, correct 
spacing, and sufficient cultivation and attention to bring the crops to 
maturity. The plants. or vines must not be removed. from the land on 
which grown. . 


(7) .Where two or more persons share in the crop or income from 
a farm, payment will be made to each person. who carries out this ‘prac-_ 
tice independently Of al other persons on the farm. 

mig CONTOUR CULTIVATION 

Practice No. 2. itn Bikes and Sultigatine land of 2 percent or. 
more slope, along lines deviating not more than 2 percent from 
contour lines, payment will be made at the rate. of $1.00 per acre’. 
With the exception of rice, no credit will be given unless the land 
is planted to intertilled crops; and, in the case. of land of more 


than 10 percent slope ; unless practice 1} No. 3 is. carried out in 
conjunction therewith. 
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- qSMPORARY DITCHING 


Practice No. S,--—For ‘constructing Pera. ditching on fields of 
or AG) ‘percent or more average. ‘slope , with suitable outlets, for the 
diversion of surface water to prevent soil aera} Payee will be 
pods at eo rate of $1. 00, per. acre. 


Pe oka ditching does. ‘not. include any ditching Ca + Or any 
purpose other than: the prevention of soil washing. 


ae must be constructed. where they are needed to prevent soil 

ashing and must be of | sufficient depth and width and of ‘proper slope 
Hs provide adequate carrying capacity at a low velocity. In no event 
will ditches with a slope of more than 4 percent or placed at intervals 
of more than 10 feet qualify for payment. 


It is to be noted that this practice is not applicable to land with 
‘@ slope of: tess than. 10. percent but is a prerequisite to Lees EA under 
er Peres Nos. 1: and. om on. all land of this grade or more » 


“FOREST MAINTENANCE 


Practice Now 4,--For faintaining, ‘protecting, mt eaeatine: and im- 
proving, ‘by replanting Lee necessary, seedling trees on land planted 
to forest trees under prior agricultural eonservation eee ones pay- 
ment will ‘be made at the. rate of $1.00 per acre. 


Sosdlang Phas splested prior. to 1942 must be eee free of weeds and 

-. brush’ detrimental to. their growth. If necessary, the whole area on 
which the trees are growing must be adequately fenced: to provide pro- 
tection. from grazing animals. Any dead trees must be replaced in 
order to pee not less. than 500 trees Spon tne on: each acre. 

Practice No. 5.--For maintaining, A AES Gu iatine “and im- 
-proving a stand of forest trees, payment will be made at. ness pave of 
$1.00 per acre 


Prior approval of the San Juan office of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Agency must be obtained by a. farmer. before he carries } out this prac- 
“tice if he aap to apply for, payment. 


EG, nvakice: all grasses, vines, “and ener within. a. Aalus of 2 feet 
around each tree ‘mast be cut down. Weed trees.must be cut out, 
other trees thinned or pruned, and. seedling trees planted, | so as to 
leave at least 200 potential timber trecs of desirable species 
(with a-wiinimum diameter of 2 inches) well distributed over each 
acre of woodlands If ‘seedling trees have been planted, the area 
must be fenced in or otherwise protected from grazing animals. 
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TERRACES AND CATCH PITS IN COFFEE GROVES 


Practice Yow 6.--For, ‘constructing and maintaining during 1942 daa RS 
dividual terraces or catch pits” ‘in coffee groves, ‘payment will be, + 
made at the rate of $1.00 for each 200 terraces or catch ad Bese: 


Individual terraces must include not less pes 5 porte eed Be 
surface each and must be constructed so as to prevent soil washing, — 
Catch pits must not be less than 3 feet in length and 8 inches in 
depth. | 


The. construction tape either terraces or Gatch Bite on ery. of less. 
than. 2 percent ‘slope will not be regarded as: pte els to oe: 
farming practice. — 


_ PAYMENTS 


Allowances. The program has been prepared in Shen a way as to use . 
the funds available to obtain the maximum amount of conservation 
that would not otherwise be performed. With this consideration in 
mind, maximum allowances earnable’ on individual farms have been set. 


In ene case of cropland - -_ that is, land which is tilled annually or 
in, 2, regular rotation or is ‘devoted to bearing or nonbearing, orchards 
other than abandoned orchards - the maximum allowance is $4.00 per . 
acre for the first 10 acres and $1.00 per acre for any additional 
acreage. Land on which sugarcane is growing is excluded from this 
computation by definition because of the separate program for sugar. 
under the Sugar Act of ‘1937. Tobacco land, too, is excluded in view 
of the payments which. may be earned by bobaceo BC OWaE Ss. on we basis 
of tobacco acreage allotments. ; | = . 


In the case of grazing land, all pasture land included in ‘the farm 
but not included in the cropland is considered inthe’ computation 
of the maximum allowance. An allowance of 40 cents per acre is made 
on the first 1,000 acres and 10 cents per acre on any additional . 
acreage. 


The allowance for any farm determines the maximum payment that can. 

be made for that farm. For'éexample, the allowance on a farm with 

12 acres of cropland and no pasture land would be $42.00. If the 
amount earned for the practices carried out.came to $40.00, the farmer 
would receive $40.00. On the other hand, if he carried out sufficient 
practices to earn $50.00, his payment: would be only $42.00 — the 
largest allowable payment on a farm containing 12 acres of cropland 
and no pasture land. (In addition, the payment in either case. would 
be increased in accordance with the schedule shown: below.) 
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ess: the total - ‘allowance calculated for any farm is less than $15.00, 

pet allowarice: for that farm shail be. increased to $15.00 if the increase 
is earned’ through the performance loz forestation practices (Nos. 4 and. 
5.) %It is also provided, ‘that: in ‘no case is tle the allowance for any ! 
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farm be. less than $5. 00 Sa cance ne en eee an ‘ 
Ni Meas, 
Max inant eebeaeht The maximint ‘payment that will be made under any 


circumstances to any individual, partnership or estate with respect to 4 
farms or ranches located. exclusively: in--Pyerto Rico is $10,000. If the : 
agricultural operations. “of” ‘an association, corporation or trust-are F 
carried on elsewhere in the thited States as well as in Puerto Rico, the 
total ee on all pve ations will not exceed the same figure. — epee ae 


jaa ro 

Re omat! ee increases. Paynents of $200.00 or less are scaled upwende i 

according to provisions. of: the Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment L a 
Act as follows: 


Amount. of : pay ng | increase abba : 4nount of pay- Increase: : 
ment- computed _ ce Vat ees ‘nent. computed a4 aent 
$1.00 to 1.99.0 959 -180.40./ ;  $a2100 to 52.99: $10.40 qi 
peOetoee. 00 Geng ae BO to GO.99" 3.8, | 210560 : ; 
3.00 to 3.99 : Tee0-.. .} B4400- Fo 34299 2270.80 . 
4.00 to 4.99 : 1.60 Bi Bb OO tor Base o< | su DIN00 
5.00 to 5.99 : 2.00 36,0060 36.99  : + 11,20 | 
6,00 to 6.99 : 2.40 Bo Be {00 to 37.99 1 11.40 ! 
2.00 t0.7.99° 2% *5 i-2.80. .. + “38.00. to 38.99 11.60 


8.00 to 8. scicmcih fore Teele. 1s 59,00 EOassog LL BO 

9.00.60. 9,99 “*! -° 3.60... : 40.00 to 40.99... +... 12.00° 
10.00. to 10.99 ** Te OOe wa at Ab eOO) COT AT. 99 te Te akon cs 
Pisoni Ouil.99 aaa) ee ee ad 00 to) 4299 ho LAOS 
D2 c00c tor Va.99 2. ° ee ee Ao. O0bO E609 i. ee TEGO 
1.00.00 15.99. : fe seOe wk) 2 4600 GO ARs99 2 Leeks | 
BeyOGytO 14099 4 eb e60,,.. = 45.00 to-45.99"; 3 | 12.50: 
TSe00 tor 15.99 6 2 86.00 : 46.00 to 46.99. 2. 12,60 
16.00 to 16.99 : 6.40 AGO Olas gerr at |. , Leah. s 
17.00 to 17.99 : 6.80 oe AB. OO tOheew SG) 4, Le aBOrr 
18.00 to 18.99 ‘ Pepotcomn ir ASO to 49.99 eA Oey 
19.00 to 19.99 : 7.60 : * 50.00 to 50.99 : 13.00 
20.00 to 20.99 iJ ir 38,600, : 651,00 to 51.99 13.10 
BicO0 $0 22.99 00. i 448.20_. : ="B2 700 “t07.62.99 St 13.20) 
eee ean 08.00 tO DS.99 Fe: SBOP 
23.00 to 23.99 Geeeo), ea Oe S.00 tor Sa, 99 2 1S, 40: 
24.00 to 24.99 : Bee 5400, bo, ba. 99:5 yer e 18050 
25.00 to 25,997 "to 2+:9,00 -. 2 56.00 to 56.99 : 13.60 
26.00.60 26.99% 1 4's 9.20. -+ * 57,0040" 67.99 -).° i. 13.70 
ee eo tole edoe eh. 6940) 58,00 ‘to SB.99 . 2: 13.80 
Meseg to coer 460. 59.0040 89.99. k. 18.90" 
29.00 to 29299-8 Fs: 9.80 . 60.00 +0°185.99. a 14.00 


eee ee 


80.00 to 30399°KFisid0,00 _-% 186.00’ tor199;99")..3, (1) 
$1,00 to 31.99 f2%: 4510.20, 4: 200.00-andover:: 3 (2) 


- No increase’! /:- 
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Rate changes. _ The rates of allowance didi paynent as sot forth herein 
may be decreased or increased, as. determined by the extent of partici- 
pation in the. ‘progran, “by as: mach as 10 percent; or ‘otherwise. Abivated 
to remain’ within: ‘the: linits of: ‘funds aperenesaie by si istian : 
Application for payment. re. taxnal who is paneleneniae in the 1942 i 
program should submit a request for inspection through the nearest office — 
of the Agricultural Extension Service before September 15, 1942. _ The fig 
San Juan office of the Agricultural Aajustment Agency will make an effort — 
to reach every farmér in Puerto: Rico before March Shy 1943, the final 

date for. filing mt aay OT! Barmgve : 


If an application fora Frit: is Urabe: within the he: Series ty any 
producer on the farm who did not sign the application may subsequently _ 
apply for his share’ of the payment provided he. does sO yo eeotns the 
expiration of the applicable appropriation. bate reer: ‘ 


In cases, where supplemental or adjustment applications are necessary, 
they may be filed up to April 30, 1943, or, if a check is issued in As 
payment: of the original’ application or notice is given eyes ineligibility 
for payment under an. original application, up to 30 days after the ey 
date of delivery of the check or the noes 


ee 


As cee the 1941 Program, -avreage allotments for coheeee: will be. ots sé 
lished and payments will be. made on the basis of these allotments. ‘Rises 8 
deductions will be made fron any soil-building or tobacco. payment “that 
otherwise would be made for farms on which tobacco is planted in excess 
of, or in the absence of, acreage allotments. The rates of payment and 
deduetion in connection with these allotments will “be established prior 
to September 1, 1942. A separate. leaflet: dealing with the tobacco pro- 
gram. will be ipenea at that’ time. Minimum, performance under practice 

No. 1 of the soil-building practices (see’ page 2) is 2 prerecitel te. ‘Sor. 
ane 1942 tobacco Payment» ie 


GENERAL 


Eligible applicants. Applications for payment with respéct to a farm 
shall be made by the landlord, tenants and sharecroppers' thereon, -pay-_ 
ment to be divided among them on the basis of the contribution made. aah 
each to the soil~building practices concerned. 


Roecic, Shona any person wish to question any decision of the 
San Juan office. of the Agricultural Adjustment Agency as to his right 
to-a payment or the amount | of his payment, he may request in writing a 
reconsideration of. the decision within 15 days after notice thereof has 
been made available to hin. Further appeal may subsequéntly ‘be made to. 
the Director, Division of Special Programs, Agricultural. Adjustment 
Agency, if made within to days after rag of notice (of the decision 
on the first appeal. . 
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-& person who takes any action tending to prevent the accomplishment of 


“Ineligibility. It is to be understood that no payment will be made to 


_ the purposes of the program. No application will be approved for pay- 
ment, therefore, if the applicant has (1) adopted any practices which 
tend to defeat the purposes of the 1942 or previous agricultural 
- conservation programs, (2) offset in any way the performance for which 
payment would otherwise be authorized, or (3) adopted any practice 
found to be contrary to sound conservation practice with respect to : Ms 
forest land or woodland owned or controlled by him. Failure to comply with 
the required minimum performance for any farm under practice No. 1, as ; 
stated herein, shall disqualify such farm for any payment under the Agri- 
cultural Conservation Program. Additional information in connection with 
practices which tend to defeat the purposes of the 1942 program may be 
obtained by consulting the San Juan office of the Agricultural Adjustment 
Agency, or any Agricultural Extension Service office. 


Assignments. Any person who may be entitled to a payment under the 1942 
_ program may assign his interest in the payment as security for cash. 
loaned or advances made for the purposes of firancing the making of a 
crop in 1942. Wo assignmert will be recognized, however, unless it is 
made in writing on Form ACP-69 in accordance with instructions (ACP-70- 
Insular) issued by the Agricultural Adjustment Agency. These forms may 
be obtained from any office of the Agricultural Extension Service or from 
the Agricultural Adjustment Agency at the address given below. 


Inquiries. Inquiries concerning this program may be directed to the Be 
Agricultural Adjustment Agency, P. O. Box 4349, San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


Issued June 23, 1942, with the approval of the Administrator. fl 


F. B. Northrup 
Acting Director, 
Division of Special Programs 
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